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Pastor Wayne Alcorn 
National President, 

Australian Christian 
Churches 

“The Australian Christian 
Churches believes that every 

human being is entitled to freedom and 
equality, to live with dignity and be treated 
with respect. 

As a movement of over 1,000 churches, we 
condemn slavery in all its forms and we are 
committed to actively ensure that human 
trafficking is eradicated in our world 
during our generation.

Today we stand as advocates for the 
freedom of those whose lives are being 
traded as commodities, and as a voice for 
liberty and justice for those who have no 
voice and whose rights have been violated.

We believe, according to the Scriptures, 
that this is our mandate; in the words 
declared by Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me to bring good news to the poor; 
to proclaim that captives will be released, 
the blind will see; that the oppressed will 
be set free...” (Luke 4:18 NLT)

Together with the co-signatories of the 
Australian Freedom Network, the Australian 
Christian Churches affirms our support for 
every effort and endeavour to effectively 
stand against and eliminate human 
trafficking in the 21st century. We believe 
that by working together in faith, we can 
achieve this goal.”

Rev Dr Bill Brown 
Chair, National Council of 

Australian Baptists in Australia

“Australian Baptists affirm the supreme 
authority of the Bible, the living Word of 
God, in all matters of faith and conduct, 
and seek to thoughtfully and diligently 
apply biblical teaching to issues of public 
and private morality.

From the Bible we are assured that all 
persons are created in the image of God, 
and should be treated with dignity and 
respect; and all persons are created equal, 
and should be treated with justice and 
compassion (Genesis 1:26-27; Amos 
5:24; Micah 6:8; Matthew 22:37-40; Luke 
10:25-37; James 5:1-6).

We believe that all slavery – whether 
chattel slavery, serfdom or debt bondage – 
is contrary to the will of God, who sees and 
hears the suffering and injustice caused 
by slavery (Exodus 3:7-8). We believe that 
slavery alienates humankind from God and 
from one another; that no person should 
be owned or exploited as the property 
of another; that workers are not to be 

considered as merely instrumental in the 
production of goods and services; that 
work done should be justly remunerated; 
and that workers have a right to adequate 
rest from their employment.

We believe that an essential element 
of the mission of God, expressed in the 
life and teaching of Jesus Christ, is to 
proclaim good news to the poor, freedom 
for prisoners, and release from oppression 
– including the physical and psychological 
oppression of slavery (Luke 4:18-19). All 
those who seek to follow Jesus are called to 
join him in this work.

We believe that, while the Bible does 
not explicitly outlaw slavery, the church 
of Jesus Christ constitutes a new kind of 
society which enables and empowers social 
transformation, including the elimination 
of slavery in all its forms. We are confident 
that the consistent application of the 
biblical principles of human dignity and 
equality, supported by universal human 
rights, will result in equality before God 
that is no longer a hidden, metaphysical 
reality but a social one, and that delivers 
freedom for slaves everywhere.

We commend the prophetic witness of 
all who work toward the noble goal of 
freedom from slavery and an end to its 
evil institutions. We commend the actions 
of governments and non-government 
organisations dedicated to ending slavery 
in our time.

We commit ourselves to expose the sin 
of slavery, to serve as Christ’s presence in 
support of enslaved people, and to help to 
bring healing and wholeness to individuals 
and families and communities broken 
by slavery, for the glory of God and the 
realisation of the kingdom of God.

We further commit ourselves to work 
together with others of similar convictions 
toward a world where economic injustice 
and discrimination are eliminated – or, 
as the Apostle Paul put it, where “there 
is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there male or female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 
3:28).”



158 JOINT DECLARATION    A UNITED FAITH AGAINST MODERN SLAVERY

Commissioner 
James Condon 
The Salvation Army 
Eastern Territory

“The Salvation Army 
Australia is deeply 

committed to ending 
modern slavery however it may 

be manifested. The Salvation Army stands 
together, united in one purpose, and with 
one voice to affirm that modern slavery 
must end.

Modern slavery is contrary to the principles 
of freedom and dignity, which are core to 
who we are.

The Salvation Army is opposed to the 
corrupt abuse of power against other 
human beings. We have a responsibility, 
both individually and collectively to work 
for the liberation of those who have been 
enslaved.

We believe all people are created in 
the image of God and are loved by Him 
(Genesis 1:26), no person is of less value 
or importance and therefore all should 

Right Rev David 
Cook  

Moderator 
Presbyterian Church of 

Australia

“The Presbyterian Church of Australia 
affirms its faith in the God and Father of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ, the triune God.

We believe that God has breathed out the 
words of Scripture via His Holy Spirit, the 
Bible is the God-breathed Word of God, 
our supreme authority, that which a careful 
and serious reading of the Bible affirms, 
this denomination affirms, that which it 
condemns, we condemn.

We believe that all humankind is to be 
respected because man and woman were 
created by God in His image (Genesis 1:26 
-27).

We believe that Jesus Christ took on 
human flesh and revealed God’s model 
of humanity (John 1:14, John 14:9, 

be treated with the same respect and the 
same love.

Every person has the right to freedom, 
every person should be respected and 
every human life should be held in high 
regard. The Bible teaches that nobody 
should be exploited or damaged. Psalm 
10 describes the wickedness of those who 
entrap others and the Psalmist calls on God 
to intervene. This Psalm is as relevant now 
as it was when it was written many years 
before the birth of Jesus.

Jesus taught that no one should live in 
physical or spiritual bondage. He said, ‘The 
Lord has sent me to announce freedom 
for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to 
free everyone who suffers, and to say, ‘This 
is the year the Lord has chosen.’’ (Luke 4: 
18 - 19). He was quoting Isaiah 61: 1 - 2. 
Later in Isaiah 61 are these words, ‘I, the 
Lord, love justice! But I hate robbery and 
injustice.’ (v. 8). 

We are called to rise up, to speak out and 
to act, to end modern slavery.”

Colossians 1:15 – 19) and that humans are 
more truly human by knowing Him and 
growing to be like Him (Romans 8:29).

We believe that Jesus Christ was 
committed to the love of enemy (Matthew 
5:44) and friend (Luke 10:27 – 28), 
we therefore commit ourselves to the 
consistent pursuit of the elimination of 
21st Century slavery – which is profoundly 
unloving.

We believe that all enslavement, whereby 
humans lose freedom and are exploited, 
against their will, for the profit and 
advantage of others, is both disrespectful 
of God and dehumanising of the human 
being.

We believe that every effort ought to be 
made to rid the world of such a stain, by 
all legal means, thus expressing solidarity 
with our brethren of the 17th and 18th 
centuries who worked for the eradication of 
slavery in an earlier age.”
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His Grace Bishop 
Daniel  
Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Australia, 

Sydney and Affiliated 
Regions

“The Coptic Orthodox Church 
Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated 

Regions affirms its faith in one God and 
Father of Our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.

We believe in the triune God: God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. 

We believe that God created man and 
woman equally in God’s image and human 
mankind was created (Genesis 1:26 -27).

We believe that Jesus Christ was 
Incarnated of the Virgin St Mary and of the 
Holy Spirit, and became man except for 
sin, for the sake of humanity, in order to 
show us a model of life in Godliness and 
Holiness by being His disciples for the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

Archbishop Dr Philip Freier   
Primate Anglican Church of 

Australia

“Today, I am signing the Joint 
Declaration of Religious Leaders 

Against Modern Slavery.

For any person the concept of slavery is 
abhorrent. 

We know that it exists in far too many 
places in the world today, even in our own 
country.

It’s important that we all take a stand to 
eliminate this great evil.

We join together to recognise the God-
given dignity of each human person to 
know freedom, to live without their lives 
being owned by others and to express 
themselves to the fullest potential that God 
has given them.

So join with me in helping to make our 
world free of slavery.”

We believe that Jesus Christ died on the 
Cross and resurrected on the third day and 
ascended to the Heavens on the 40th day 
and will return to judge the living and the 
dead. 

We believe that Jesus Christ gave us the 
commandment of “love”, “to love one 
another as I have loved you” (John 13:34).

We believe all men and women are born 
equal and hence, all men and women have 
the right to live in peace, harmony, without 
prejudice of any kind, without harm of any 
abuse, and of any kind of violence to all 
human beings.                                                       

We believe that we will work in solidarity to 
eliminate slavery of all kind for the benefit 
of mankind.”
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Archbishop Denis 
Hart  
President, Australian 
Catholic Bishops 

Conference 

“In the words of Pope 
Francis, today slavery is 

rooted in the notion of the human 
being treated as an object. 

When we no longer regard our neighbours 
as being of equal dignity, sharing a 
common humanity with out brothers and 
sisters, but rather as objects, slavery can 
often take root in our society. 

It is a tragedy that in our world today, 
human beings created in the image and 
likeness of God, are deprived of their 
freedom, sold and reduced to being the 
property of others. 

Many are treated as a means to an end. 
With education, respect and dignity for 
every human person, we can make a 
difference. 

Together, let us commit to eradicate this 
affront to our humanity.”

“We the Muslim Eithna Ashari school 
of thought, stand with our brothers 
in faith and our like in creation, for a 
practical action plan to eradicate modern 
slavery, human trafficking, forced labour, 
prostitution, organ trafficking, and any 
other abuse to a fellow human being across 
the world.

Allah created us free; no one has the rights 
to enslave or abuse the rights of his/her 
fellow human being.  

Islam came as a practical religion to guide 
humanity from darkness into light with 
the teachings of the holy Prophets (Noah, 
Ibrahim, Mosses, Jesus, Muhammad peace 
be upon them all) who were sent as a 
mercy onto humanity all brought reform 
of slavery by encouraging the followers of 
the faith to free their slaves or treat them 
as their brothers, feed them from what they 
eat and dressed them from what they dress 
and not to ask them (slaves) to do things 
beyond their capacity (power) and if you 
they do so, then to help them.

It is not righteousness that ye turn your 
faces towards East or West; but it is 
righteousness- to believe in Allah and 
the Last Day, and the Angels, and the 
Book, and the Messengers; to spend of 
your substance, out of love for Him, for 
your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for 
the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for 
the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in 
prayer, and practice regular charity; to fulfil 
the contracts which ye have made; and to 
be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) 
and adversity, and throughout all periods 
of panic. Such are the people of truth, the 
Allah-fearing.  (Quran 2:177) 

Allah will not call you to account for what 
is futile in your oaths, but He will call you 
to account for your deliberate oaths: for 
expiation, feed ten indigent persons, on 
a scale of the average for the food of your 
families; or clothe them; or give a slave 
his freedom. If that is beyond your means, 
fast for three days. That is the expiation for 
the oaths ye have sworn. But keep to your 
oaths. Thus doth Allah makes clear to you 
His signs, that ye may be grateful.  (Quran 
5:89).” 

The following is a Joint Statement made by Sheikh Ali Jaber, Director, Al Sadiq 
Foundation, Melbourne and Sheikh Youssef Nabha, Imam, Masjed Al Rahman
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Pastor Brian 
Houston  
Hillsong Church

“From the very 
beginning human 

beings were created in 
the image of God.

“Hillsong Church believes that all people 
are created in the image of God and that, 
as image bearers, all human beings are 
entitled to freedom, dignity and respect.

As a local church in Australia we are 
opposed to slavery in all its forms and 
are passionate about eradicating human 
trafficking across the globe.

The Bible says: “Speak up for those who 
cannot speak for themselves, for the rights 
of all who are destitute” Prov 31:8 (NIV). 
Today we are raising our voices to speak 
on behalf of those whose voices have been 
silenced by injustice.

Together with the co-signatories of the 
Australian Freedom Network, Hillsong 
Church supports every effort to stand 
against, and eliminate human trafficking 
in the 21st Century. Working together we 
believe we can achieve this goal.”

Bishop John Henderson  
Lutheran Church of Australia

“From the very beginning 
human beings were created in the 

image of God.

Reverence for human life as a sacred gift 
and trust fills each person with dignity and 
worth.

We learn this also from the life of Jesus 
Christ, who treated each person with 
dignity and compassion. He did not come 
to be served, but to serve. As the Son of 
God he freely served other human beings 
with his whole life. He showed us the way 
that God wants us to deal with one another.

Forced service or bonded labour shatters 
that dignity. Turning one human into the 
possession of another, to deal with as 
they will, dehumanises both. This practice 
undermines the basis of human society, 

and cheapens the value of human life. We 
are to explore new ways of living in which 
one human being does not exploit or 
dominate another.

We believe that slavery in all its forms 
is wrong. As a society we need to work 
to remove it, and repent of inhumane 
practices and the economic benefits we 
have received from them.

The Lutheran Church of Australia and New 
Zealand joins with church, faith, business 
and community leaders across the world to 
do all we can spiritually and practically to 
eradicate modern slavery.

Let us pray for the strength, grace, and 
determination we all need to achieve this 
end. Even as Christ has set us free, so let 
us live in that freedom for the welfare and 
benefit of all.”
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Rabbi Alon Meltzer  
Rabbinic Council of 
Australia and New 
Zealand & Executive 

Council of Australian 
Jewry

“Maimonides the 12th 
Century philosopher, Joseph 

Caro, the author of the Shulchan 
Aruch(codification of Jewish law) in 
the 14th century, and modern day 
philosophers have maintained throughout 
history that slavery is not a Jewish 
attribute, and that fair treatment of all 
workers is mandated due to the fact that 
we are created b’tzelem Elokim, in the 
image of God.

Rabbi Kook, the first Chief Rabbi of 
Palestine, transposed the ethics taught 
in the rules surrounding slavery, as an 
opportunity to educate the industrial 
hierarchy of their responsibilities to their 
works. Kook, realising that each of us works 
for someone, describes these laws as a 
way to ensure that each of us should be 
granted rights to combat injustices.

The Jewish people are commanded 
numerous times to remember that we 
were slaves in Egypt, strangers in a strange 
land. These principles govern much of our 
interactions between our fellow human 
beings. It is why Jewish communities have 
been seen linking arms in various civil 
rights movements and actions.

Pandit Narendra Dave   
President, Australian Council 

of Hindu Clergy

“One of the core beliefs of 
Hinduism is that God resides in the 

heart of every living being.

All living beings are the embodiments of 
the Divine. But it is only in the human birth 
that one can strive for self-realization and 
unification with the Divine.

The human birth is thus an extremely 
precious attainment and we deplore all 
forms of trafficking, slavery or any form of 
degradation, exploitation or coercion of 
other human beings for commercial gain.

There is a common universal prayer that we 
recite: “May the wicked become virtuous, 
may the virtuous attain peace, may the 
peaceful be liberated from their bonds 
and may those who are liberated help to 
liberate others!”

At this time, when the Australian Freedom 
Network is launching, at the centre of our 
democratic institution, that the Rabbinic 
Council of Australia and New Zealand stand 
with our entire Jewish community, and 
faith leaders from around the country, to 
decry human trafficking, the exploitation 
of men women and children, and the very 
concept of slavery.

For too long, we have seen reports and the 
impacts of human trafficking, and for too 
long the world has sat idly by doing too 
little. Now is the time to stand up and make 
our voices heard, joining a global network 
of faiths and organisations to bring an end 
to the destructive consequences of slavery!

In the Ethics of our Fathers (Pirkei Avot 
1:14) we read of Hillel, the great Mishnaic 
Sage where he said, “If I am not for myself, 
who will be for me? But if I am only for 
myself, who am I? If not now, when?”

We have to make sure we look after 
ourselves and our people, but if we are 
only for ourselves what is the point of 
being here. If we do not act, we are part of 
the problem, and we are giving up parts 
of our very humanity. If we don’t act now, 
then we will never act.”
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His Eminence 
Dr Ibrahim Abu 

Mohammed  
Grand Mufti of Australia

“Today, I am signing an 
important Declaration 

calling for the freedom from slavery, 
liberating people from the fear of creation 
and worrying about their livelihood.

On behalf of the Muslims of Australia I am 
honoured to sign this Declaration that lifts 
the status of the human being, restoring 
his or her dignity and freedom.

Thank you.

May the peace, mercy and blessings of God 
be with you.”

Julian Robertson  
Presiding Clerk of 
Australian Quakers

‘Love thy neighbour as 
thyself ’ (Mark 12:31).  

Most Quakers envisage a 
world in which ‘that of God’ 

in each of us enables us to recognize 
and acknowledge ‘that of God’ in our 
neighbour; a world in which we strive to 
put into practice our testimonies of Peace, 
Integrity, Equality, Simplicity, Community 
and Earthcare.

As well as trying to live by these guiding 
principles in our personal lives, Quakers, 
along with many people of goodwill, 
are committed to changing society, 
morally and politically, to provide equal 
opportunity, equal access to health and 
education, and equal right for all to enjoy a 
safe, wholesome and fulfilling life.

When we regard all people as equal in the 
sight of God we cannot exploit or humiliate 
them.  For this reason Quakers everywhere 
work to make their society more equal, and 

to make relationships between countries 
fairer.  A good society is one in which 
people enjoy seeing other people thrive.

In the 19th century Quakers were very 
active in the anti-slavery movement. Today 
global slavery and human trafficking are 
less conspicuous but more widespread 
globally, and continue to be an appalling 
abuse of human rights and equality.

Many Quakers try to reduce their 
participation in human exploitation by 
purchasing Fair Trade products, but what 
else can we do, especially for those who 
are exploited here in Australia?  We can 
also raise public awareness, support 
organizations that are active in this area, 
including the Australian Freedom Network, 
and ‘speak truth to power’.



164 JOINT DECLARATION    A UNITED FAITH AGAINST MODERN SLAVERY

Venerable Ban Ruo Shi    
Senior Abbott, Prajna 

Monastery Australia

“Slavery in all its forms should 
be abolished as it does not respect 

the rights of peoples of all faiths.  It 
undermines our common humanity and 
seeks to destroy individual, family and 
community bonds.

Buddhism believes that we are all equal 
and that we should show compassion and 
respect to all sentient beings. Slavery does 
not respect or value the lives of others as it 
exploits the vulnerable and often voiceless 
members of society.

All sentient beings have the potential to 
gain enlightenment and we should all 
work together to help those most in need.”

Stuart McMillan   
President, Uniting 
Church in Australia

“The Uniting Church 
in Australia believes 

that all people are 
precious and entitled to live 

with dignity because they are 
God’s children.

Each person’s life and rights need to be 
protected or the human community - the 
reflection of God - is diminished.  

All forms of slavery and forced labour are 
an abuse of human rights and contrary to 
the gospel of God’s love in Christ for all 
human beings and the earth.

The Uniting Church in Australia has a 
long-standing commitment to advocacy for 
human rights through our own councils 
and agencies, and in solidarity with our 
partner churches around the world.

We proudly support this network for the 
elimination of human trafficking and 
slavery which is an abomination of human 
rights and dignity.”
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Commissioner Floyd Tidd   
The Salvation Army Southern 

Territory

“The Salvation Army Australia is 
deeply committed to ending modern 

slavery however it may be manifested. The 
Salvation Army stands together, united in 
one purpose, and with one voice to affirm 
that modern slavery must end.

Modern slavery is contrary to the principles 
of freedom and dignity, which are core to 
who we are.

The Salvation Army is opposed to the 
corrupt abuse of power against other 
human beings. We have a responsibility, 
both individually and collectively to work 
for the liberation of those who have been 
enslaved.

We believe all people are created in 
the image of God and are loved by Him 
(Genesis 1:26), no person is of less value 
or importance and therefore all should 
be treated with the same respect and the 
same love.

Every person has the right to freedom, 
every person should be respected and 
every human life should be held in high 
regard. The bible teaches that nobody 
should be exploited or damaged. Psalm 
10 describes the wickedness of those who 
entrap others and the Psalmist calls on God 
to intervene. This Psalm is as relevant now 
as it was when it was written many years 
before the birth of Jesus.

Jesus taught that no one should live in 
physical or spiritual bondage. He said, ‘The 
Lord has sent me to announce freedom 
for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to 
free everyone who suffers, and to say, ‘This 
is the year the Lord has chosen.’’ (Luke 4: 
18 - 19). He was quoting Isaiah 61:1 - 2. 
Later in Isaiah 61 are these words, ‘I, the 
Lord, love justice! But I hate robbery and 
injustice.’ (v. 8). 

We are called to rise up, to speak out and 
to act, to end modern slavery.”
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#EndSlavery

www.globalfreedomnetwork.org 

030216




