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“ IT ’S  IMPORTANT THAT ALL CORNERS 
OF THE COMMUNITY JOIN TOGETHER 
TO WORK TOWARDS THE NOBLE GOAL 
OF ERADICATING SLAVERY AND HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING ACROSS THE WORLD. . .”  
The  Hon Malcolm Turnbul l  MP,
Pr ime Minis ter  o f  Aust ra l ia

“ THIS  IS  THE BEGINNING OF A 
REMARKABLE JOURNEY. TOGETHER 
WE CAN COMBAT HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING AND SLAVERY.” 
The  Hon Jul ie  B ishop MP,
Minis ter  for  Fore ign Affa i rs 
Aust ra l ia

AUSTRALIAN FREEDOM NETWORK
PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA
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The Official Party at the Australian faith leaders event, 2 December 2015, Parliament House, Canberra
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THE AUSTRALIAN VISION

since 2008. The Freedom Partnership 
championed collaborative, inclusive 
and networked strategies to address 
modern slavery, and had an existing 
interfaith network throughout Australia. 
It was obvious that parallels existed 
with the Freedom Partnership and the 
Global Freedom Network in terms of 
vision and strategic approach.  It was at 
this point, Commissioners Condon and 
Tidd conceptualised the notion of the 
Australian Freedom Network. Their next 
step was to turn that vision into a reality.  

In early 2015, Salvation Army 
Commissioners James Condon and 
Floyd Tidd, had a vision, inspired by the 
Global Freedom Network’s 2 December 
2014 event hosted in Vatican City. 
They appreciated the unique point of 
difference that the Global Freedom 
Network was founded upon, whereby 
religious faith can be a powerful 
motivating force to inspire individual 
and community action, both spiritually 
and practically, in the fight against 
modern slavery. Based on this, the 
Commissioners sought to create a similar 
initiative for faith leaders of Australia.

Before this, the Salvation Army was active 
in the anti-slavery movement through its 
‘Freedom Partnership – to End Modern 
Slavery’.  The Freedom Partnership was 
mobilizing community, business and 
government to eradicate slavery while 
also independently operating Australia’s 
only Trafficking and Slavery Safe House 

Commiss ioner  James  Condon, 
Aust ra l ia  Eastern  Ter r i tory                                

Commiss ioner  F loyd T idd,  
Aust ra l ia  Southern  Ter r i tory
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THE JOURNEY

During 2015, the Salvation Army 
implemented a comprehensive 
consultation, engagement and planning 
program in preparation for the historic 
faith leaders event. The process was 
led by Ms Jenny Stanger, the founder 
of Australia’s first refuge for trafficked 
women, facilitated by the Salvation Army, 
and assisted by the Global Freedom 
Network Chairman Andrew Forrest and 
CEO Antonia Stampalija.

During the engagement process, 
it was apparent there was great 
excitement about the proposed event 
and commitment, with overwhelming 
support given from Australia’s leading 
faith leaders.

Some leaders were unable to personally 
attend the signing of the Joint 
Declaration on 2 December 2015, 
however they were prepared to put 
their names to the document, and a 
concerted effort was made to involve 
them. Minderoo Foundation team 
members Matt O’Sullivan and Bec 
Thompson carefully transported the 
Joint Declaration books to faith leaders, 
travelling from Perth to Adelaide, 
Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra in the 
48-hour period that preceded the official 
launch.

     Par l iament  House  in  Canberra , Aust ra l ia
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THE AUSTRALIAN FAITH LEADERS EVENT
2 DECEMBER 2015 – PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA

On 2 December 2015, one year on 
from the historic event in Rome, 
Commissioner James Condon and Floyd 
Tidd hosted 12 faith leaders, six faith 
leader representatives and Mr Andrew 
Forrest to mark the formation of the 
Australian Freedom Network.

The Hon Julie Bishop MP, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, The Hon Tanya Plibersek, 
Acting Leader of the Opposition and Mrs 
Louise Markus MP were special guests at 
the Parliament House event. 

The faiths represented included: 
Christian Evangelical, Baptist, Salvation 
Army, Presbyterian, Coptic Orthodox, 
Anglican, Catholic, Muslim Sunni and 
Shai, Lutheran, Jewish, Hindu, Quakers, 
Uniting Church and Buddhist. The vision 
of ending slavery had captured the heart 
and will of Australian faith leaders to 
take action. History was being made.
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The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP, Prime 
Minister of Australia, was not able to 
attend 2 December launch, however his 
message of solidarity was a powerful 
reminder of why the Australian Freedom 
Network is so important in the fight 
against slavery in Australia.

The presence of high ranking political, 
religious and business leaders at the 
Australian Freedom launch was a positive 
indication of their commitment and 
support. We are grateful to them for their 
leadership.

“ I  THANK THE SALVATION ARMY 
AND THE FREEDOM PARTNERSHIP 
FOR ITS  COMMITMENT TO THIS 
IMPORTANT CAUSE. BY EDUCATING 
AUSTRALIANS ABOUT SLAVERY 
AND PROVIDING WAYS IN WHICH 
THEY CAN TAKE ACTION, YOU ARE 
EMPOWERING EVERYONE TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE.” 
The  Hon Malcolm Turnbul l  MP,
Pr ime Minis ter  o f  Aust ra l ia

The  Hon Malcolm Turnbul l  MP
Pr ime Minis ter  o f  Aust ra l ia
The  Hon Malcolm Turnbul l  MP
Pr ime Minis ter  o f  Aust ra l ia
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major faiths share universal values of 
dignity, freedom and social justice.” 

Chairman of the Global Freedom 
Network, Andrew Forrest, spoke about 
the role of faiths in ending slavery at the 
event and said, “On this day last year, for 
the first time in history, the leaders of 
the Catholic and Anglican churches, his 
Holiness Pope Francis and Archbishop 
Justin Welby, as well as leaders from the 
Orthodox, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish and 
Muslim faiths jointly committed to one 
common endeavour against slavery.

“Today, we are repeating that in Australia. 
I applaud the commitment today of 
Australia’s faith leaders to embed action 
against slavery in the very fabric of their 
advocacy. The Global Freedom Network 
is founded on the premise that religion 
can be a powerful motivating force 
to inspire individual and community 
action both spiritually and practically. By 
signing the Joint Declaration, Australian 
faith leaders have made a commitment 
to measureable actions towards ending 
slavery in Australia in the next five years.”

The official signing ceremony took 
place and history was made in Australia 
as one-by-one the faith leaders signed 
the Joint Declaration of Religious 
Leaders Against Modern Slavery. This 
was now the beginning of something 
unique in Australia; joined up action 
being led at the highest level of the 
faith community, for the people.  
The vision was coming to life.

The audience was visibly moved by the 
words of Sandra, who came to Australia 
as a domestic worker but soon found 
herself trapped in slavery in Western 
Sydney. She had been promised a salary 
and permanent residency, but after 
three years without pay and increasingly 
abusive conditions, Sandra escaped. 
She said, 

“ I  HAVE SHARED MY STORY TO 
MOTIVATE  PEOPLE TO TAKE ACTION 
AGAINST SLAVERY IN AUSTRALIA. 
I  HAVE SHARED MY STORY TO 
ENCOURAGE PEOPLE WHO ARE 
IN SLAVERY TO SEEK HELP. AS 
A PERSON OF FAITH, I  KNOW 
THAT FAITH IN ACTION CAN BE A 
POWERFUL FORCE FOR GOOD IN 
OUR WORLD.”

On speaking about modern slavery, 
Commissioner Condon said, “The cases 
that we know about represent only the 
tip of an iceberg. We must do more to 
close the gap between the victims we 
know about and the thousands still 
enslaved in Australia. Faith communities 
can play a critical role in this and be 
part of a global movement that prevents 
slavery in the first place. All of the world’s 

Sandra , Sa lvat ion  Army Freedom 
Advocate

SURVIVOR OF MODERN SLAVERY
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Social media was active 
during the event with the 
#endslavery leading the 
commentary.

ABC NEWS 24, TELEVISION 
BROADCAST, SYDNEY, NEWS 
AFTERNOONS, SCOTT BEVAN AND 
KUMI TAGUCHI 
(2 December 2015) 
Interview with Jenny Stanger, National 
Manager, Freedom Partnership to End 
Modern Slavery and Sandra, former 
victim of modern day slavery.

Taguchi says slavery is not a practice 
most of us would consider part of 
modern Australia, but around 3,000 
people are believed to be enslaved in 
Australia. She says today a group of 
Australian religious leaders launched the 
Australian Freedom Network. Stanger 
says over the past 10 years the Australian 
Government has officially uncovered 
around 500 victims of slavery and 
human trafficking. She says if you think 
about all we have learned in the past 
year about exploitation in industries as 
broad as agriculture and construction 
and hospitality, she believes it is naive of 
us to think it is as low as 3,000. Stanger 
says people are often held in a prison 
without walls. Stanger says Sandra was 

lucky to be referred to the Salvation 
Army. She says we operate the only safe 
house for victims of human trafficking 
and slavery in Australia and we were 
lucky to get that referral and have that 
kind of partnership with the Department 
of Immigration.

AUSTRALIAN FREEDOM NETWORK 
WEBSITE 
(2 December 2015) 
Audience: 46,000 people 
Faiths United to End Slavery

“To mark the International Day for the 
Abolition of Slavery, the Australian 
Freedom Network was launched today 
at Parliament House in Canberra. The 
Australian Freedom Network brings 
together faith communities making a 
firm commitment to practical actions to 
tackle modern slavery in Australia.
Having been inspired by global faith 
leaders, Australian faith leaders signed 
the same Joint Declaration of Religious 
Leaders Against Modern Slavery signed 
last year in Vatican City at the launch of 
the Global Freedom Network.

Mrs. Louise Markus MP sponsored 
the gathering. The Hon Julie Bishop 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, The Hon 
Tanya Plibersek, Acting Leader of the 
Opposition and Chairman of the Global 
Freedom Network, Andrew Forrest, 

spoke at the event, which was led by 
Commissioner James Condon of The 
Salvation Army Eastern Territory. Former 
CNN breakfast presenter and host of 
SBS Dateline, Anjali Rao, was Mistress of 
Ceremonies.

The Global Slavery Index estimates 35.8 
million people are enslaved globally with 
3,000 people thought to be enslaved in 
Australia. In 2015 shocking abuses of 
people in Australian agriculture, food 
production and retail franchises were 
exposed on an unprecedented scale.

Commissioner Condon said, “The cases 
that we know about represent only the 
tip of an iceberg. We must do more to 
close the gap between the victims we 
know about and the thousands still 
enslaved in Australia. Faith communities 
can play a critical role in this and be 
part of a global movement that prevents 
slavery in the first place. All of the world’s 
major faiths share universal values of 
dignity, freedom and social justice.”

THE AUSTRALIAN
(14 December 2015)
Andrew Forrest Launches Australian 
Freedom Network to clamp down on 
slavery

“Launching the Australian Freedom 
Network at Parliament House in 

NEWS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

Freedom Partnership 
@partner4freedom (2 Dec) : 

Join the Anglican Church 
& Archbp Philip Freier & 
SIGN the Declaration to 
#EndSlavery at afn.org.au 

Art of Living  
@ArtofLivingNow (2 Dec): 

At Global Freedom Network 
meet #FaithLeaders unite 
to #EndSlavery. Sign the 
petition here
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Canberra, Mr Forrest and leaders from 
the Hillsong church through to a Shia 
mosque in Sydney will commit to taking 
“measurable actions” towards ending 
slavery until at least 2020.

One year after the Joint Declaration 
of Religious Leaders Against Modern 
Slavery was signed in Vatican City, 
Mr Forrest, chairman of the Global 
Freedom Network, said it was “incredibly 
important” that religions called out 
slavery as a “major problem in the 
world”.

“It is in fact the distortion of the 
definition found in the holy text and 
distortion of the integrity of those 
religions which has led to the suffering,” 
he told The Australian.

“Where distortion exists it can only be 
laid to blame at the feet of the teachers 
and leaders of religion, which must 
become active across the world that they 
no longer can tolerate distortions of their 
texts which allow slavery and violence 
against the innocent.

“There should be no slavery measured in 
Australia after five years”.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop and 
Labor’s foreign affairs spokeswoman 
Tanya Plibersek are expected to attend 
the launch of the network.

Faith leaders who will be at the event 
include chair of the National Council of 
Australian Baptists, Reverend Bill Brown, 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia, Right Reverend David Cook, 
director of Al Sadiq Foundation, Sheikh 
Ali Jaber and Sheikh Youssef Nabha, an 
imam at the Masjed Al Rahman mosque 
in Kingsgrove, Sydney.

Today marks the International Day for the 
Abolition of Slavery.

ABC LOCAL RADIO 
(8 December 2015)
AFN Members speak to John Cleary
“This week amidst the turbulence of 
Canberra’s last sitting week, you may 
have caught another event in the media 
from the national capital.

Mining magnate Andrew ‘Twiggy’ 
Forrest launched the Australian arm of 
his Global Freedom Network to combat 
human trafficking.
One year after the Joint Declaration 
of Religious Leaders Against Modern 
Slavery was signed in Vatican City, Mr 
Forrest, chairman of the Global Freedom 
Network, joined with more than a dozen 
Australian religious leaders calling for 
a clamp down on slavery across the 
country, declaring no one should be 
enslaved in Australia after five years.
Slavery is a strange and almost alien 
term to associate with a democratic 
country like Australia, but as recent 

exposes from agriculture to retail have 
shown, exploitation merely requires 
opportunity.

According to the Global Slavery Index, in 
2015 some 35.8 million people are still 
living in conditions akin to slavery.
Even here in Australia, the number is 
estimated to be close to 3,000. They 
may not be wearing chains or manacles, 
but according to Commissioner James 
Condon of the Salvation Army they can 
be found across the economy.

GUESTS IN THIS HOUR

• Jenny Stanger, Salvation Army
• Sr Noelene Simmons, ACRATH 

(Australian Catholic Religious 
against Trafficking in Humans)

• Sheikh Ahmed Abdo, NSW Muslim 
Police Chaplain

• Fuzz Kitto, National Coordinator, 
Stop the Traffik”

Also broadcast from the following 10 
stations:
ABC News 24 (Melbourne), ABC News 
24 (Regional NSW), ABC News 24 
(Brisbane), ABC News 24 (Adelaide),
ABC News 24 (Perth), ABC News 24 
(Regional Queensland), ABC News 24 
(Hobart), ABC News 24 (Canberra), ABC 
News 24 (Regional Victoria), ABC News 
24 (Regional West Australia)

Joel A’Bell @joelabell (2 Dec): 
An honour to sign the declaration 
to end  modern slavery with  
@gfn2020 #EndSlavery

GlobalFreedomNetwork 
@gfn2020 (2 Dec): 

To join the fight to 
#EndSlavery pledge your 
support now...




